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Master of Divinity Degree 

Master of Divinity Graduation rate: At its 2025 Commencement, Milligan University 
conferred 9 Master of Divinity degrees (2024, 12; 2023, 12; 2022, 17; 2021, 17; 2020, (Covid); 
2019, 8; 2018, 7; 2017, 11; 2016, 11; 2015, 10; 2014, 17; 2013, 24; and 2012, 18). 

Retention/Completion Rate: Based on a Fall 2021 MDiv incoming class of 14 students, the 
number of students completing their MDiv degree within four years was 8, while 1 graduated in 
4.5 years. Of MDiv students entering Fall 2021 who did not graduate with an MDiv, 1 switched 
to another degree, 2 are still enrolled, and 2 are no longer attending. 

Graduate Student Questionnaire:  100% (12 of 12) students graduating from the MDiv degree 
completed the standardized Association of Theological Schools Commission on Accrediting 
(ATS) “Graduating Student Questionnaire” (GSQ) which indirectly assesses their “satisfaction 
with progress of skills related to future work” through ratings on a scale of 1-5. 

Graduating Student Questionnaire Results (Table 15) 
2024-2025 Goals Scale 1-5, 5 highest 
4.6 Ability to think theologically 
4.3 Ability to use and interpret Scripture 
4.5 Knowledge of church doctrine and history 
4.0 Knowledge of Christian ethics 
3.6 Ability in pastoral counseling 
3.8 Ability to preach well 
3.7 Ability to conduct worship/liturgy 
4.3 Ability to relate social issues to faith 

 

http://www.ats.edu/


Level of Satisfaction with School’s Services and Academic Resources (Table 20) 
Eleven students responded using a scale of 1 – 5 (with 1 = Very Dissatisfied, 5 = Very Satisfied) 
Categories receiving the highest marks were: 

Campus security (4.8);  
Accessibility of faculty (4.7); 
Quality of teaching (4.7); and 
Access to library collection (4.7).   

Categories receiving the lowest marks were: 
Extracurricular/cultural activities (3.6);  
Health and wellness program (3.7);  
Food service (3.8); and 
Student debt and/or finance counseling (3.8). 

 
Overall Experience during Theological Program (Table 21) 
Eleven students responded using a scale of 1 – 5 (with 1 = Strongly disagree, 5 = Strongly agree) 
“If I had to do it over, I would still come here.” (4.3) 
 
Categories receiving the highest marks were: 

I have felt accepted within this school community (4.8); 
Faculty were supportive and understanding (4.7); 
I have grown spiritually (4.7); 
I gained greater vocational clarity while in my program (4.6); 
My faith is stronger than when I came (4.5); 
I have been satisfied by my academic experience here (4.5);  
I know at least one faculty member well (4.5); 
I have been able to integrate the theology and practice of ministry (4.5); and 
The school community was diverse and inclusive (4.5).  
 

Categories receiving the lowest marks were: 
I have made good friends here (3.7); and 
The program was a good experience for my spouse/family (4.1). 

Among the careers identified in the GSQ, 2025 MDiv graduates anticipate careers in a 
variety of areas (17 respondents). (Table 23) 

Percentage  Career Area  
47.1 Congregational ministry, campus ministry  
11.8 Missionary service 
23.5 Chaplaincy, spiritual direction, pastoral counseling, prison ministry 
17.6 Secondary/prep school teaching  
0 Other/Undecided 

 
14 of 18 (77.8%) responding graduates were offered a position or planned to remain in his or her 
current position as of May 2025.  
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